
President’s Column 
 
Happy Holidays Grangers, 

 

Well another year is coming to an end. The 

150
th
 National Grange Convention was a spectacular 

event. Kansas was well represented at National this 

year. Fourteen members from three Granges were in 

attendance. Two Granges, Gardner and Pleasant 

View were honored with Distinguished Grange 

awards and Kansas State Grange was recognized as 

a state with a net gain in membership. Many thanks 

to all involved who made that possible. Three of our 

young adults were selected to serve as 

Communications Fellows for the convention; Mandy 

Bostwick, Mandee Strawder, and Nathan Strawder 

were busy even before the convention began. They 

arrived on Thursday before the delegates arrived on 

Sunday. Jean Schif, Bayneville, was selected as the 

National Grange Teacher of the Year; she will be 

presented her award in the near future. 

 

On Saturday, December 3, I went to 

Overbrook, Kansas to present Geraldine Urich, 

Carbondale, with the Kansas Granger of the Year 

award. Geraldine was unable to attend State Session 

and Carbondale Grange invited me to present her 

with the award at the care facility where she is 

living. After the presentation, we enjoyed lunch at 

the facility, followed by Carbondale’s meeting. I 

believe that Geraldine was as happy to be able to 

attend a Grange meeting again as she was to receive 

the award. Sometimes we need to “break away from 

the norm” and change our meetings to allow those 

who may no longer be able to attend as they once 

did. I have even heard of a Grange that changed their 

meeting time to afternoons to allow members that 

were unable to drive at night to attend more 

meetings. Even these little changes may make a 

difference in whether your Grange is around to 

celebrate the Grange Bicentennial celebration in 50 

years.  
 
Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and 

prosperous New Grange Year!   - Roger 

 

 
Geraldine Urich, Carbondale Grange, being presented the 
Granger of the Year award by State Master, Roger Bostwick 
 

Inside this issue:      page 
 

National Grange Debuts Quarterly 

Magazine ……………………………………………………… 2 

Community Service News …………………………….. 3 

Youth and Young Adults News ………………..… 3-4 

Birth Announcement ……………………………………. 4 

Grange Radio Returns to Web Airways ………… 5 

Grange Reports …………………………………………. 5-6 

Featured Article: Meet the Kansas 

State Grange Officers ………………………………… 7-8 

Youth and Young Adults Raffle Tickets …………. 9 

Good Day! Magazine Subscription Info ………… 9 

Kansas Granger 
American Values, Hometown Roots 

Volume 65, Number 4 Winter Edition December 2016 



K a n s a s  G r a n g e r      P a g e  | 2 

 

National Grange Debuts Quarterly Magazine
BY KARIE BLASINGAME 
TracFone Communication Fellow 

kblasingame77@gmail.com 

Originally published in The Patron Chain – 150
th

 Annual 

Convention Issue (Day 5) 

 

The shortest month of the year will bring 

about one of the biggest new things in our Grange 

communications arsenal. Good Day, a hard-copy 

quarterly publication will hit mailboxes this 

February. A subscription only based magazine 

costing $14 per year will include great features, the 

latest information about the Grange, contests, 

programs, benefits and more. This publication is 

being made possible by “grant money that has been 

obtained to provide the start-up funding,” stated 

National Grange President Betsy Huber in her 

Master’s Address at the 150th Annual Session of the 

National Grange. 

At the Virginia State Grange Session, they 

voted that for the first year to provide a subscription 

for each subordinate Grange, “the hope is that each 

Grange will see what it is like, enjoy it and order it 

for themselves next year,” said Jimmy Taylor, 

Virginia State Grange President. “We’ve got to get it 

in people’s hands for them to know they want it,” 

Taylor said. 

In addition to the magazine being a 

communication and advertising tool for Granges, 

Huber hopes, “you will use it as a membership tool 

to show all the great things Granges are doing and 

the various opportunities people have as a member 

of the organization.” The Good Day magazine will 

be self-supporting through advertising and 

subscriptions. Granges can submit stories for  

 

approval and pay for advertising in the magazine. 

Don’t forget to fill out your Good Day Magazine 

subscription cards and get them submitted before the 

first issue. You don’t want to miss a copy. 

 

 
Want to Write for the Kansas Granger?
 

Have something interesting you want to share with other Kansas Grangers? The Kansas Granger takes 

submissions! Want to write but don’t know what to write about? We have ideas that need to be written about! 

Grangers across Kansas and the nation (shout out to all of our subscribers!) would like to hear what you have to 

say. 

 

Contact Kansas Granger Editor Mandee Strawder by email at kansasgranger@gmail.com or by phone at (620) 

490-1557 to learn more about writing for the Kansas Granger. 

  

mailto:kblasingame77@gmail.com
mailto:kansasgranger@gmail.com
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Community Service News 
 

Greetings!  What a joyous season to make a 

difference in your community.  I know many of the 

Granges are busy with projects at this time and 

additionally, are making big plans for the coming 

year.  The opportunities for good works are endless!   

Please see the new State Community Service 

Program on the website and plan now to report your 

activities to me in August 2017.   I look so forward 

to seeing what you do!   

I want to give you a brief recap of our 

community service program for this past year.   At 

the State Convention in October, the following were 

recognized: 

 Community Support Award recipient was 

Ramon Gonzalez, nominated by Pleasant 

View Grange.  

 Firefighter of the Year Award recipient was 

Robert Holliday, nominated by Pleasant 

View Grange.  

 Teacher of the Year Award recipient was 

Jean Schif, nominated by her home Grange, 

Bayneville Grange.   Special congratulations 

to Jean for being named the National 

Teacher of the Year at the National 

Convention in November! 

Granges submitting Community Service Reports 

were:  Otter Creek, Fairplain, Pleasant View, 

Morning, Gardner, Bayneville, Cadmus and 

Richland.   The top four winners for Community 

Service were:   

 4th place: Gardner Grange ($25) 

 3rd place: Morning Grange ($50) 

 2nd place: Pleasant View Grange ($75) 

 1st place: Bayneville Grange ($100)  

Kristee Strawder was given special recognition 

for coloring, designing and completing approx. 2700 

cards for the CARDS Project this past year.  Also 

recognized was LaVerne Schif for coloring hundreds 

and hundreds of card fronts.  It was announced that 

Kansas Grangers made approx. 4,000 cards, more 

than doubling the number completed the year before.   

In four short years since I introduced the CARDS 

Project on a state level, we went from 700 cards to 

4,000!     THAT IS AWESOME!  

The Granges in Kansas donated thousands of 

hours this past year on many projects for the 

betterment of their communities.   Of special note 

are the hundreds of dictionaries donated to 3rd 

graders in various communities all over the state.  

Other projects included but were not limited to:  

providing scholarships and sponsoring youth, 

collecting school supplies, making favors for and 

visiting seniors, shut-ins and veterans, making 

blankets for children’s hospitals, adopting families, 

donations to and workers for caring centers, 

homeless shelters and thrift stores, making cards for 

servicemen, recycling and Earth Day projects, and 

meals on wheels.   AMAZING! 

In so many ways, Kansas Grangers are making a 

difference in their local communities, our country 

and world.  Well done, good and faithful Grangers!    

 

Best wishes to you and yours this most joyous 

Season! 

 

Randee Farmer 

KS State Community Service Director 

3506 Ridgecrest Road 

Augusta, KS 67010 

farmermd13@cox.net 

316-644-1871 

 
Youth and Young Adults News 
 

The Youth/Young Adults met during State 

Convention and decided that we would try to meet 

once a month via Zoom or in person. Our first 

meeting will be in January, date TBA. I have started 

a new Facebook group that will help with any 

correspondence in between meetings. I will be 

creating a poll soon to figure out a good time in  

January for everyone to have a Zoom meeting. If 

you know of anyone I missed when adding people to 

the group, please feel free to add them. I want to get 

information out to all of our Youth/Young Adults.  

 

Continued on next page… 

  

mailto:Farmermd13@cox.net
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Continued from previous page… 

 

Mandee Strawder, Nathan Strawder, and myself 

were Communication Fellows during that time. The 

Fellows program was a fast paced 10-day program 

where we were briefed on communication styles, 

how to write articles, and a variety of other tools that 

we have been able to bring back to our state.  

Kansas is host to the Great Plains Regional 

Youth Conference this year. It will be held June 23-

25 in Lawrence at the Doubletree by Hilton. More 

details will be available soon. Raffle tickets are 

being sold to help with costs of the conference.  

Please contact me if you are interested in purchasing 

tickets or would like some to sell.  

I am hoping that this will be a wonderful year 

for the Youth/Young Adults. There have already 

been so many wonderful ideas shared with me that I 

am excited to implement.  

 

Fraternally submitted, 

 

Mandy Bostwick 

Youth/Young Adult Director 

mandybostwick@gmail.com 

 

Birth Announcement 
 

Nolan and Abby Strawder are proud parents of their 

first child, Hudson Isaiah. He was born November 

29, 2016 and weighed 5 lbs 10 oz, 18 1/2" long. 

Everybody is healthy and happy enjoying this new 

chapter of our lives.  

 

Nolan and Abby are members of Otter Creek 

Grange. Nolan is also the Kansas State Grange 

Gatekeeper. 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:mandybostwick@gmail.com
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Grange Radio Returns to Web Airwaves 
BY JOSH BARFIELD 
TracFone Communication Fellow 

joshuabarfield@gmail.com 

Originally published in The Patron Chain – 150
th

 Annual 

Convention Issue (Day 1)  
 

Grange Radio is back and better than ever, 

with a new website and renewed vigor. The National 

Grange is working hard giving voice to rural 

America, bringing interviews and a variety of music 

for your listening pleasure. 

Streaming 24 hours a day, every day, 

Grange Radio is filled with music that crosses 

generations, reflective of the diversity and interests 

of our community. It also includes civically minded 

interviews with Grange members and interesting 

voices from all over the country. 

Headed by National Communications 

director Amanda Leigh Brozana, the effort has been 

part of a larger, concerted project to diversify and 

give new life to Grange promotion across a spectrum 

of mediums. 

“It’s important for us to make sure we are 

communicating with folks outside our membership,” 

Brozana challenged. “We can’t expect to draw new 

members unless they know we are lively and fun; we 

hope Grange Radio becomes a touch point in their 

lives.” 

 

 

Post-convention, local correspondents and 

volunteer Grange member will act as reporters 

providing quality updates from local subordinate 

Granges, rounding out the regular policy and general 

updates and announcements from a national 

perspective out of our main studios. 

Josh Barfield and Justin Leonard of North 

Carolina [led] the production team while [National] 

Convention [was] in session, while Nick Oliver from 

Washington State was vital in preliminary efforts.  

“We have had a blast hosting and producing 

Grange Radio,” Justin said. “We hope to ask some 

important questions, get candid interviews, and have 

fun with our many colorful members.” Listen in and 

let us know what you think. 

 

 

Grange Reports 
 
Bayneville Grange: 

 

Bayneville Grange began this new Grange 

year with several community service projects.   

In response to the Anderson Creek fire in 

March 2016 which is known as the state’s largest 

wildfire in Kansas, we 

purchased 100 trees from the 

US Forestry Service that 

were, in turn, planted in the 

fire raged lands of Barber 

County.  A local 4-H club 

helped with the planting 

while our Grange members 

attended the State Grange 

convention in October.   

We are busy making weighted blankets for 

Rainbows United, an organization that works with 

children with special needs.  Last request was for 6 

more blankets.  Going to be a growing project for us 

and we are eagerly ready to help children in this 

way. 
 
Michael Farmer 
sewing 
weighted 
blankets for 
children with 
special needs. 

 

 

 

Continued on next page… 
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Continued from previous page… 

 

Four of our members helped with this year’s 

Free Community Thanksgiving Lunch on 

Thanksgiving Day, by preparing trays of mashed 

potatoes at home, working in the event kitchen, 

loading area and serving meals. 

We had a booth at the Augusta Winter Craft 

Show Thanksgiving weekend.  This is a great way to 

get our name out in the public……and then there is 

the peanut brittle!  Had to turn buyers away this 

year.  Everyone loves that Grange peanut brittle!   

Proceeds will go to buy dictionaries for 3rd graders 

in the Augusta School District.  

 

Submitted by Randee Farmer 

    
 

Pleasant View Grange: 
 

Pleasant View Grangers focused on their 

Junior members for their Halloween party 

on October 27th. Treat bags were made for eleven 

Junior members and the seven in attendance came in 

costume for the party.  
 

 
Halloween Party photo: Taegen Malsbury, Domanic 
Malsbury, Kimber Newman and Bradley Ballenger. Ellen 
Durand, Bodie Ballenger and Makayla Malsbury were too 
shy to be in the photo. 

 

 

 
 

 
Bayneville Grangers making one of many batches of Peanut 

Brittle this year. 

 
 

 

In November, nine members attended the 

150th National Grange convention in Washington, 

D.C. They were Roger and Melanie Bostwick, 

Mandy Bostwick, Kevin and Jamie Klenklen, Ryan 

Welsh and Ron, Callie, Bodie and Bradley 

Ballenger. Roger is the Priest Archon for the 

National Grange; Melanie served as a committee 

secretary; Mandy served as a Communications 

Fellow and was Young Patron Representative for 

Kansas; Kevin had a part in the Seventh Degree; 

Ryan participated in youth activities; Bodie and 

Bradley participated in Junior activities. Mandy was 

chosen National Grange Young Patron and will 

serve on the National Youth Team for 2017. 

Also in November, Pleasant View gave 

dictionaries to three local elementary schools: 

Jefferson West, Oskaloosa and Valley Falls. This 

being part of the Grange’s Words for Thirds 

program. 

In December, members adopted two 

children for Christmas through our local food 

pantry, and held a Christmas party on December 9th. 

After a soup supper, the Junior members enjoyed a 

visit and goodie bag from Santa, and all participated 

in a white elephant gift exchange. There were 18 in 

attendance. 

 

Submitted by Julie Durand 
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Meet the Kansas State Grange Officers

In this featured section, learn more about each of the Kansas State Grange Officers. This feature will 

appear in the next three editions of the Kansas Granger so be sure to keep an eye out to learn more! 

 

 

Master/President Roger Bostwick 
 

Roger Bostwick is a member of Pleasant View #1459 and third 

generation Granger. He currently serves as State Master. 

He and his wife Melanie have been married for over 30 years, they 

have two daughters, Molly and Mandy. Roger has served as the Priest Archon 

of the National Grange since 2013 and was the Assistant Steward for the 

National Grange from 2007 to 2013. He had previously served Kansas as State 

Master from 2006 to 2012 and had been Overseer and Steward before that. 

One of Roger’s favorite things about the Grange is the ritualistic work and the 

beauty and lessons contained in the degrees. 

Roger works for the Deluxe Corporation in Lenexa, Kansas and has 

over 30 years of service. He also enjoys working on the farm he and Melanie 

have named “Happy Hollow Farm”. Roger likes to try organic gardening and 

is trying something new each year. In his free time, he enjoys working on his 

1942 Allis-Chalmers “C” tractor and other antique farm equipment. Roger also serves as a leader in the local 4-H 

and the Ozawkie United Methodist Church. Family, church and Grange play an important part in the lives of the 

Bostwick family. 

 

 

Lecturer Nathan Strawder 
 

Nathan Strawder is a fourth generation Grange member currently residing in Leawood, Kansas. Nathan is 

a member of Otter Creek Grange #1493 in his hometown of Burlington, Kansas where he serves as Overseer. He 

joined the Carbondale Jr. Grange at age 5 and transferred to Otter Creek Jr. Grange a few years later when Otter 

Creek Jr. Grange was reorganized. At age 14, Nathan joined Otter Creek Subordinate Grange. 

At age 18, Nathan was elected Gatekeeper of the Kansas State Grange, 

a position he would hold for four years. Immediately following his time as 

Gatekeeper, Nathan was elected to Steward and continued to serve this position 

for four years. Then in September 2012, at the age of 28, he was elected Master 

of the Kansas State Grange, a position his grandfather, Randall Schif, held from 

1986-1989. In October of 2016, Nathan was elected  State Lecturer. 

Nathan has taken an active role in the National Grange over the past 

five years, but first served as the Kansas Youth Ambassador, with his cousin 

Nicole, in 2000 where they attended the National Grange Convention in Fresno, 

California. In 2011, Nathan attended the National Grange Convention in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma as the John Trimble Legislative Experience participant and served as 

a Delegate from 2012 to 2015. Nathan also received a scholarship from 

Potomac Grange No. 1 in Washington, D.C. to attend the 2012 Legislative Fly-

in, and has also attended the Fly-in a couple of times while serving as Master of 

the Kansas State Grange. 

Continued on next page… 
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Continued from previous page… 

 

Outside of the Grange, Nathan works for Johnson County (Kansas) as an Engineering Compliance 

Specialist for Johnson County Wastewater. He holds two associates degrees, the first in Engineering Graphics and 

Design (Drafting) and the second in Surveying Technologies (Land Surveying). Nathan also has experience in 

Property Management and Zoning. 

Growing up, Nathan attended schools in Burlington and graduated from Burlington High School in 2002. 

He joined Cub Scouts in the 1st grade as a Tiger Cub, continued through Boy Scouts and achieved the rank of 

Eagle Scout shortly before turning 18. Nathan was also active in baseball, soccer and football growing up. 

Nathan’s family moved out to their family farm in 1996, when he was in the 6th grade. He, his brother 

and sister all joined 4-H shortly after moving out to the farm and he served as President of the 4-H club for one 

year. In high school, Nathan was a member of the Burlington FFA and served as Vice-President his junior and 

senior years. Nathan has a strong passion for family farms and Rural America. 

 

 

Treasurer James “Jamie” Durand 
 

James “Jamie” Durand, your current state treasurer, just entered his second 

term of office. Jamie is a member of Pleasant View Grange #1459 at Ozawkie and 

has been a member for 25 years, receiving his Silver Star award in 2015. He is a 

past Young Couple representative, along with his wife, Julie. They represented 

Kansas at the 2001 National Grange Convention in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Jamie also 

served on the Sixth Degree team at the 2011 National Convention in Broken 

Arrow, Okla. and before becoming treasurer was the behind-the-scenes man for the 

Sixth Degree while Julie served as Flora and Pomona. He was a favorite dis-grace 

among the Graces for quite a while. 

He and Julie have a daughter, Ellen, and they live near Ozawkie. Jamie is 

the assistant plant manager for Reuter Pipe Organ where he works with all aspects 

of pipe organs from new construction to small repair jobs. He is a graduate of 

Kansas State University. 

His hobbies include antique cars (mainly Hudsons) and musical projects. 

His current projects are rebuilding the motor in a 1938 Hudson and helping a friend 

improve a calliope to be used in parades.  

He and his family attend Nortonville Christian Church where they are involved with music and the 

children’s program. They are also members of the Mo-Kan Hudson Club, Valley Falls Lions, Crescent Odd 

Fellows Lodge (Valley Falls) and Ozawkie Rebekah Lodge. 
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Contact Youth & Young Adults Director Mandy Bostwick at mandybostwick@gmail.com to purchase tickets. 
Tickets can also be purchased by sending a check and the filled out tickets (above) to Mandy Bostwick at 9578 
110th Street Ozawkie, Kansas 66070. Please make checks payable to Kansas Youth & Young Adults. 
 

Alternatively, subscribe to Good Day! Magazine online at Subscribe Here. 

mailto:mandybostwick@gmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/63295958598177

