
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 
By Nathan Strawder 

 
Hello Grangers, 2016 is gearing up to be a busy 

year with the Kansas State Grange, but before I get 

into that I want to let you know that a date and 

location has been selected for the 2016 Kansas State 

Grange Convention. The convention will be held 

October 14-16 at the Crowne Plaza - Overland Park 

in Lenexa, KS. Check out the 2016 Grange 

Conventions Information for more information. 

I would like to thank everyone who made it to the 

State Leadership Meeting on February 27th at the 

Gardner Grange Hall. We had around 20 attendees 

and I feel we covered a lot of good material. We 

covered a lot of items that were presented at this year's 

Master’s Conference that was held the weekend prior 

in Orlando, FL. We also had updates from several 

departments and open discussion for possible Grange 

activities. Again thanks to all of those who attended. 

As I stated earlier, 2016 is looking to be a busy 

year. On April 30th we will be holding a statewide 

membership meeting with National Grange 

Membership Director Joseph Stefenoni. The meeting 

will take place at the Gardner Grange Hall starting at 

10:00 am and will last until 2:00 pm, including a 

potluck lunch. We have had good turnouts in the past 

couple meetings like this, so please plan on attending.  
I would like to hold an additional one or two 

statewide meetings this year before the State 

Convention in October. I am looking for possible 

locations to hold these future meetings, so if your 

Grange Hall would like to host or if you know if a 

location please let me know at 

Nathan.strawder@gmail.com.  

 

Continued on page #8... 

The 2016-2017 Claude and Ina Brey 
Memorial Endowment Fund Scholarship 
Applications are Due April 15! Find the 
application on the Kansas Grange Website, 
www.ks-grange.org. 
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COMMUNICATIONS CORNER 
 
Hello Grangers! 

In this newsletter, I come to you as your new State 

Communications Director! I am excited to take on 

this new role and I hope that I can provide some 

valuable information and assist with communications 

throughout our state. 

In the last newsletter I asked about events and 

projects that our Granges have planned for the year. I 

got a few responses but keep them coming if you 

haven’t already sent me your Grange calendar. Your 

calendar of events can be emailed to 

ksgrangecommunications@gmail.com.  

With all of the great events and projects that I see 

our Granges planning, I wanted to write about how to 

effectively communicate what we are doing with our 

communities. If we plan, for example, an open house 

but we don’t tell anyone who is hosting (us!), where 

we are having it, when it’s scheduled, or what we will 

be doing, how can we expect anyone to get excited 

about showing up and learning more about the 

Grange? Below I’ve listed a few ideas for informing 

people in our communities about our events: 

1. Facebook – Nowadays, Facebook is the go-to 

place to find out what our friends are doing, as well 

as finding events and happenings in your area. On 

your Grange Facebook page, create an Event for 

everyone who “Likes” your page to see. Encourage 

others to “Share” your post so friends of friends will 

see your event. (Don’t have a Grange Facebook page 

and want help getting started? Let me know - I’d be 

happy to help!) 

2. Newspaper/Newsletter – Taking out a small 

ad or posting in the classifieds section is usually an 

inexpensive way to get the word out about projects or 

events that your Grange is doing. Have a great turnout 

or a special guest attend? A press release in your local 

paper is a great way to spark interest even after your 

event has happened. (I can help with these too!) 

3. Flyers/Brochures – Do you have Grange 

brochures in your local Chamber of Commerce or 

library? Generally, brochures are a good way to gain 

interest in the Grange. Flyers can be useful for 

specific events or projects you have planned. Always 

ask before hanging but most businesses that allow 

flyers have a specific place to hang them! 

There definitely are more ways to advertise 

events like Twitter, email, and direct invitations. 

Remember, not only Grange members can come to 

Grange events, projects, or fundraisers. Be sure to 

invite other local groups like FFA, moms groups and 

quilters groups, as well as any important people that 

may have interest in your event. Inviting others is a 

great way to spread the word about the Grange and 

creates an opportunity to increase membership. 

If you have questions or need assistance getting 

the word out about your Grange event, please feel free 

to contact me by email at 

ksgrangecommunications@gmail.com. I can also be 

contacted by phone at 620-490-1557 – please leave a 

message if there is no answer. Happy Spring!! 

 

Mandee Strawder 

Kansas State Grange Communications Director 

 
FAMILY ACTIVITIES PROGRAM NEWS 
 

The 2016 Kansas State Grange Family Activities 

Program is now available on the Kansas Grange 

website, www.ks-grange.org under the Departments 

tab. This year’s program includes contests in Sewing, 

Quilting, Jewelry, Flower Arrangements, Baked 

Goods and many more exciting contests. Please visit 

the website for a full listing. 

This year’s Program quote is, “Just as the home 

is the center of family living, so should the Grange be 

the center of community life. Your effort should be 

directed toward making your meeting place truly a 

Grange home, radiating friendliness and hospitality to 

all who come within its doors.”  
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COMMUNITY SERVICE NEWS 
 

Spring is here!  It’s a wonderful 

time of year to busy ourselves in 

community service. 

Please go to the Kansas Grange 

website for the latest revised 

Community Service Program which 

contains report and contest information 

as well as deadline dates, including:    

New National Contest: Teacher of 

the Year. No formal application forms 

have been provided, so please pattern 

after other contest forms found on the 

Kansas Grange website and report 

your nomination to me, the State 

Director, post-marked no later than 

August 15, 2016. 

New State Project: “Thank you 

for your Military Service”.  Host a 

special event or participate in a project 

to thank current military and/or veterans.  Ideas are 

also included on the website. Report on your 

event/project in year-end Community Service report 

to me, the State Director, postmarked no later than 

August 15, 2016. 

State C.A.R.D.S. Project. This is the 4th year for 

our Grangers to make Halloween, Thanksgiving and 

Christmas cards for servicepersons abroad.  Please 

contact me by April 30, 2016 with the number of kits 

your Grange would be willing to make (a kit is a 

group of 15-20 cards, generally). My intent is for the 

kits to be mailed to Granges by June 30, 2016, with 

completed cards being returned to me by September 

1, 2016. Thank you to Pleasant View Grange for 

already providing me with their kit request. 

C.A.R.D.S. Update: Exciting 

news! I am pleased to announce that 30 

generic card kits (~600 cards) and 

coloring sheets have been mailed to 

Granges/Grangers in the past 2 weeks 

to complete.  Several of you indicated 

you are eager and willing to help 

throughout the year, not just during the 

project timeframe above. Several of 

you have already colored objects or 

made cards on your own. I want to 

personally thank Kristee Strawder who 

has already made 600+ cards this year. 

Grangers made 750 cards the first year 

of this project – we have come a long 

way, far exceeding original 

expectations! THANK YOU, 

GRANGERS! You are touching the 

lives of both the military persons who 

send these decorated cards and the families and 

friends who receive them.   

Special Note:    If you would like to have the 

Community Service Report sent electronically to you 

to aid in filling it out on the computer, please let me 

know via email (address below) and I’ll get it sent. 

Thank you in advance for filling out a report this 

Grange year! 

 

Randee Farmer 

Director Kansas State Grange Community Service 

3506 Ridgecrest Road 

Augusta, KS 67010 

316.644.1871 

farmermd13@cox.net 

 
 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Two year old Landon Funk would like to 

introduce you to baby brother, Jace Michael.   Jace 

was born January 14, 2016.  Also sharing in the 

announcement are Mom and Dad (Jamee and Colby 

Funk) and Grandma and Grandpa (Randee and 

Michael Farmer). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Card designed, colored and 

created by Kristee Strawder. 
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YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS NEWS 
 
Greetings everyone! 

On April 9th the Youth and Young Adults will be 

gathering at the Morning Grange Hall for a planning 

meeting. At this meeting we will be planning and 

discussing what we would like to do for the upcoming 

year as Grange Youth. Postcards have been sent out 

to the youth members whose addresses I have, as well 

as Subordinate Grange Masters and/or Secretaries. 

Please share this information with your youth 

members. We will be making fleece blankets for 

Project Linus as a part of our community service 

outreach. Lunch will be provided to those who RSVP 

on or before April 4th. RSVP to 

mandybostwick@gmail.com or call 785-250-7606. 

Please come equipped with ideas and suggestions. 

The success of this program depends on the 

attendance of the Youth and Young Adults of the 

Kansas State Grange.   

Also don’t forget to register for the 2016 Great 

Plains Regional Conference in Tulsa, OK. 

Registration is due April 15! 

I still need a list of Youth and Young Adults 

members from each Grange. Please email or mail me 

a copy of your youth members. Please include ages 

and college addresses. This helps to keep our program 

successful.  

 

Fraternally submitted, 

 

Mandy Bostwick 

State Grange Youth and Young Adults Director

 

GRANGE IDEAS 
 
The newsletter is a great place to share your Grange ideas. If you have any activities, event ideas, or projects that 

you would like to share, send them to ksgrangecommunications@gmail.com so they can be shared. 

 
Peanut Brittle? Yes, Please! 

What a wonderful surprise at our last meeting. 

The Gardner Grange has a tradition of making peanut 

brittle!  I have many fond memories of my 

grandmother making peanut butter around the 

holidays and I am looking forward to this bonding 

experience with my friends at the Grange. Not to 

mention getting to eat some great peanut brittle! At 

our next meeting we will finalize the details so keep 

your eyes peeled so you don't miss out. 

   --   Leslie Howard, Gardner Grange 

 

 

 
Grange Peanut Brittle has been around a very 

long time.  Several Kansas Granges have in the past 

or continue now to make and sell this tasty treat.   

There is one common problem…..there’s never 

enough! 

Bayneville Grange sells Peanut Brittle in 

November and December each year. Shown here is 

one of their craft show exhibits. Proceeds go to 

purchase dictionaries for 3rd graders in the Augusta 

School District.   

-- Randee Farmer, Bayneville Grange

mailto:mandybostwick@gmail.com
mailto:ksgrangecommunications@gmail.com
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GRANGE REPORTS 
 
PLEASANT VIEW GRANGE NEWS:

Pleasant View Grangers celebrated Christmas on 

December 11th with a potluck soup supper, White 

Elephant gift exchange and a visit from Santa Claus 

(Roger Bostwick). Our Junior members weren’t so 

sure about Santa at first, but soon decided he was 

okay - especially since he had a bag of goodies for 

each of them. The adults always enjoy the gift 

exchange, to see what “treasures” await them.  

In January, we had a Kansas Day program by 

Lecturer Betty Stiles and also noted an increase of 

library services to Ozawkie. Our Grange has provided 

grassroots-level support for our local library and 

petitioned our township board to allow expansion of 

services to Ozawkie, which passed. We now have a 

wi-fi hot spot and children’s story-time in Ozawkie, 

both of which are in the township’s building. 

Project Linus blankets and our community 

service program were highlighted at our February 

meeting. We completed four blankets, in cooperation 

with the Ozawkie Rebekah Lodge, and delivered 10 

blankets to the Topeka Project Linus Blanket Day on 

February 20th. Our blankets, some made by Molly 

Newman’s FCCLA group at Free State High School, 

and one from the Goodland Bible Church were 

donated. These will go to children at Stormont-Vail 

Health Center. A few of our members also attended 

the state programming meeting on February 27th in 

Gardner. It was a very productive meeting. 

In March, local Family Activities Director Jamie 

Klenklen and State Director Donna Bates gave the 

program, outlining this year’s state program and 

including some funny readings. 

Pleasant View will celebrate Grange Month on 

Sunday, April 10th with go-to-church at the Ozawkie 

UMC followed by a potluck dinner, membership 

awards, and a Jump Rope for Heart event for the 

Juniors. 

 

Submitted by Julie Durand 

  
Santa Claus (Roger Bostwick) tries to manage two 

babies and the Juniors. In back are Domanic and 

Taegen Malsbury with Santa holding Macayla 

Malsbury and Ellen Durand, and Sarah VanHouse. 

Seated are Bodie and Bradley Ballenger, and 

Kimber Newman. 

 

 
Roger Bostwick, Kevin Klenklen and Susan Kramer 

work on a Project Linus Blanket. 

 

 
Bill Kramer, Callie Ballenger, Jamie Klenklen and 

Jamie Durand working on a blanket, with the Junior 

members and Betty Stiles playing in the 

background. 
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GARDNER GRANGE NEWS:
Gardner Grange is planning some great things for 

this year. On February 27th we hosted the State 

Grange Leadership Meeting where we did a lot of 

brainstorming to bring back some of the things that 

we used to do that were discontinued for some reason. 

Everyone had great input on this. On May 1st we are 

having an Open House, everyone is welcome. It will 

be a potluck lunch at 1:00 pm at the Gardner Grange 

Hall. The Mayor and City Council members of 

Gardner, KS were invited to come.  This Open House 

will be the day after the next State Grange Leadership 

Meeting with Joe Stefenoni. We are hoping he will be 

able to stay through Sunday to speak to some possible 

new members. We will be doing several community 

service projects this year to work on cards and 

blankets; hoping to start having Gleeful Gleaner 

meetings again to do this. Later this summer we hope 

to form a degree team and put on a 4th Degree 

Conferral in September before the State Grange 

Convention. 

 

Submitted by Eldon and Linda Rothwell

BAYNEVILLE GRANGE NEWS:
Bayneville Grange has been busy with plans for 

this year’s projects.  April will be a busy month, 

including the delivery of over 200 dictionaries to five 

elementary schools in Augusta.  We are finalizing 

details for hosting a Bone Marrow Donor Registry 

event.  One of our members, Jean Schif, has a great 

niece who has had two bone marrow transplants and 

she is only 12.  There is such a great need for donors 

and we hope our efforts to register possible donors 

will make a difference and provide hope for someone 

in need.  We have begun drafting resolutions to go to 

the State Grange Connvention this fall.    

 

Submitted by Randee Farmer 

 
 

HISTORICAL COMMITTEE NEWS 
 
Searching for Historic Stage Scenery 

"Curtains Without Borders" is a small non-profit 

organization that has been documenting historic stage 

scenery for almost 20 years.  We've found 500 grand 

drapes, advertising curtains, and backdrops in 

Vermont, New Hampshire, Maine, New York, and 

Massachusetts, plus more in other states.  Now we are 

working on a national database of historic painted 

curtains and we need help!  We know that many 

Grange Halls have, or used to have, advertising 

curtains and some Granges had whole sets of 

theatrical scenery.  This one from Ozawkie (pictured 

to the right) is a good example. 

If anyone knows of other painted curtains in 

Kansas, whether in a Grange, an opera house, a 

historical society, or just sitting in a barn, please let 

us know.  You can visit the website 

www.curtainswithoutborders.com to see what we 

have already documented and the type of restoration 

work our conservators have been able to do.  Former 

National Grange Master, Ed Luttrell, is a partner in 

this effort to collect photographs and information 

about Grange curtains nationwide. 

 

Please contact Chris Hadsel at 

curtainswithoutborders@gmail.com or call me at 

802-863-4938.   

 
Submitted by Chris Hadsel

file:///C:/Users/nostraw/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/48LDOLNS/www.curtainswithoutborders.com
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THANK YOU 
 
All, 

I want to thank everyone for the cards and messages I received while in the hospital and after returning home. 

Your thoughtfulness helped to make the time go faster until I was able to come home to family and friends. A big 

‘Thank You’ and love to all. 

-- Laverne Smith 

 

2016 GRANGE CONVENTIONS INFORMATION 
 

GREAT PLAINS REGIONAL CONVENTION
Regional Grange conferences are held in six 

regions of the nation, with the Kansas Grange being 

in the Great Plains Region. These conferences include 

workshops which Youth and Young Adults and older 

Junior Grangers will be able to utilize in their own 

states and communities. Additionally, Public 

Speaking and Sign-a-Song competitions are held at 

each Regional conference.  

These conferences help Youth and Young Adults 

develop needed life skills. Non-Grange youth are 

invited to participate as well. These conferences are 

tailored to the Youth and Young Adults, however 

everyone that attends can gain something and 

contribute with your enthusiasm and love for the 

Grange. 

The 2016 Great Plains Regional Conference will 

be held June 17-19 at the Crowne Plaza Tulsa 

Southern Hills in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The deadline for 

registration is due April 15th. It is $55 per person to 

register and rooms are $96 per night plus taxes/fees. 

Meals are included with the registration and the room 

includes breakfast through the hotel.  

If interested, go to the Kansas Grange website 

www.ks-grange.org and fill out the registration form 

that can be found in the Forms/Documents Tab. You 

can also contact the Youth and Young Adult Director 

Mandy Bostwick, at mandybostwick@gmail.com or 

call 785-250-7606, if you have any questions.

KANSAS STATE GRANGE CONVENTION
The 2016 Kansas State Grange Convention will 

be held October 14-16 at the Crowne Plaza – 

Overland Park in Lenexa, Kansas. This happens to be 

the same weekend as the NASCAR races at Kansas 

Speedway so if you will need rooms go ahead and get 

them reserved because it will be very difficult to find 

a room if you wait until closer to the convention. 

There is a block of rooms reserved at the hotel for 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights at a rate of $96 

plus taxes/fees per night. The hotel address is 12601 

West 95th Street, Lenexa, Kansas 66215. You can 

reserve your room by calling 913-217-1000 under the 

group name of “Kansas State Grange”; let them know 

you would like a room near the conference rooms. 

Again please don’t wait until the last minute, because 

the hotel has already said they will be sold out that 

weekend and so will most the hotels in the area.  

The convention will be discussed again in future 

newsletters leading up to October. You can also check 

the Kansas Grange website for up to date information 

as it becomes available.

 

NATIONAL GRANGE CONVENTION
The 2016 National Grange Convention will be 

held November 15-19 in Washington, DC. They will 

be celebrating the 150th Convention of the National 

Grange. Registration and more information will be 

available on the National Grange website, 

www.nationalgrange.org.   

 
 

http://www.ks-grange.org/
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UPCOMING GRANGE ACTIVITIES, PROGRAMS, AND EVENTS 
 
 April 10 Junior Grange Community Service Project, Jump Rope for Heart, will be at the Ozawkie 

United Methodist Church in Ozawkie, KS. Come jump with the kids or mail your donations 

to Callie Ballenger at 6014 Kentucky Ave, Raytown, MO 64133. Make checks payable to 

the Kansas State Grange. 
 

 April 15 DEADLINE for submitting applications for Claude and Ina Brey Memorial Endowment 

Fund Scholarship; applications can be found on the Kansas Grange website 
 

 April 15 DEADLINE for registering for 2016 Great Plains Regional Conference in Tulsa, OK; 

registration can be found on the Kansas Grange website 
 

 April 30 Statewide Membership Meeting with National Grange Membership Director Joe Stefenoni 

at the Gardner Grange Hall in Gardner, KS. Starts at 10:00 am and includes a potluck lunch. 
 

 April 30 Send number of kits needed for C.A.R.D.S. project to Randee Farmer, State Community 

Service Director 
 

 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN continued… 
Continued from Page 1… 

 
At the leadership meeting in February we spoke a 

lot on the need for Grange programming and what 

your Grange could be doing throughout the year. We 

also spoke about how several Granges do activities 

throughout the year yet most of the activities go 

unnoticed, either by other Granges across the state or 

even in the Grange’s own community. Lastly, we 

spoke about the need for Granges to seek new 

membership and how activities, and seeking new 

members, need to happen simultaneously. However, 

when it comes down to it, we can always talk about 

the best ideas on how to grow and strengthen the 

Grange but nothing will happen unless the individual 

Granges and Grangers actually follow through. 

I would like to challenge every Grange to come 

up with activities and ways to attract new members, 

or for their current members to become more active. 

But don’t stop with just coming up with ideas, 

actually put together a plan and follow through. If you 

don’t know where to start, ask yourself “What do you 

want your Grange to be known for?” Then ask, 

“When the Grange is mentioned in your community 

people, how do they describe the Grange right now?” 

I caution you though, don’t try to bite off more 

than you can chew and to give it some time. If your 

Grange doesn’t have a big event or big activity, let 

2016 be the year of planning. It is good to come up 

with something that can be done year after year, these 

will take some detailed planning. Set up a planning 

agenda, set goals and milestones, know what success 

will look like, track your progress, and most 

importantly, don’t get discouraged. There will be 

setbacks, you may not hit your goal or milestone, or 

not everyone may be as enthused as you, but give it 

time; baby steps. 

The same rules apply with seeking membership 

growth. Keep your eye on the big picture, set a plan/ 

goals, track your progress, and give it time. At the 

State level we are working on putting together a 

program to help encourage members to seek new 

membership. We are also working towards creating a 

Grange Booth so Granges can use it at local events, 

fairs and etc. We are also working towards creating a 

statewide activity for all Granges to partake. 

So stay tuned, 2016 is gearing up to be a busy 

year. 

 

Fraternally, 

Nathan Strawder 

President, Kansas State Grange 


